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SUBJECT: OPIC OFFICIAL TRAVELER - CECIL HUNT 


Message Text 


1 . EMBASSY CONCURRENCE REQUESTED FOR VISIT TO TEHRAN 
APRIL 13 THROUGH 17 BY OPIC ACTING GENERAL COUNSEL, CECIL 
HUNT. MAIN PURPOSE OF HUNT VISIT WILL BE TO FOLLOW UP 
ON INTEREST EXPRESSED BY GOI OFFICIALS DURING SEPTEMBER 1977 
VISIT OF AMBASSADOR ROBERT SMITH, OPIC VICE PRESIDENT FOR 
DEVELOPMENT, CONCERNING EFFORTS TO ATTRACT SMALLER U.S. 
COMPANIES TO JOINT VENTURES IN IRAN. 


2. EMBASSY IS REQUESTED TO MAKE APPOINTMENTS FOR MR. HUNT 
WITH APPROPRIATE INVESTMENT PROMOTION OFFICIALS. HUNT WILL 
ALSO WANT TO SPEND TIME NEEDED WITH DR. ASHRAFI, UNDER- 
SECRETARY OF MINISTRY OF ECONOMIC AFFAIRS AND FINANCE IN 
EFFORT TO REACH UNDERSTANDINGS THAT MAY OVERCOME LONG- 
STANDING GOI RELUCTANCE TO APPLY INVESTMENT GUARANTY 
AGREEMENT TO CASES OTHER THAN DIRECT INVESTMENT UNDER THE 
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INVESTMENT PROMOTION LAW. TO EXTENT TIME PERMITS, HUNT 
WOULD ALSO LIKE TO REVIEW ACTUAL EXPERIENCE OF AMERICAN 
COMPANIES AFFECTED BY DIVESTMENT REQUIREMENTS. 

3. HUNT PLANNING TO ARRIVE TEHRAN THURSDAY, APRIL 13 
0250 HOURS VIA PA 1 FROM BANGKOK. EMBASSY IS REQUESTED 
TO RESERVE SINGLE THROUGH NIGHT OF APRIL 18, AS IT MAY BE 
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POSSIBLE TO EXTEND VISIT BY ONE DAY IF IMPORTANT TO KEY 
MEETINGS. 

4. UNDERSTAND APRIL 13-14 ARE LOCAL HOLIDAYS. HOWEVER. 

WOULD APPRECIATE EMBASSY'S ASSISTANCE IN SCHEDULING 
APPOINTMENTS WITH APPROPRIATE GOI OFFICIALS DURING PERIOD 
APRIL 15-17. HUNT WILLING TO WORK SUNDAY IF REQUIRED. COOPER 
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